THE ART OF TOM JONES

doubt this meeting-place was Meriden,* a pleasant village,
with a green and a church on the hill, exactly six miles to
the northwest of Coventry, and a mile from the point where
Sophia turned into the London road. It was on the direct
route of the Irish peer from Holyhead and Chester; it was
also on the route that Fielding would likely have taken from
Hagley Hall to Radway Grange on to London. The inn
where the author, as well as his characters, may have spent
a night more than once, was called the Bull's Head, "a
celebrated sleeping-house for families travelling to and
from London, and much famed for its cellars and fine ale.' ?f
According to Fielding, the master of the inn was curious
to know all about his guests; while his pipe, his nods, his
grave manner in short, gave him the reputation of possess-
ing great wisdom-and insight into character, which he dis-
played on this occasion by divining for himself and Ms
good-natured wife that Sophia must be Jenny Cameron, the
Pretender ?s mistress, on her way to join her lover in town.
These suspicions produced a hurricane when they reached
the ears of the chaste Mrs. Honour; but the hurricane was
silenced by the discreet Sophia; and a journey of two days
in the Irish nobleman's coach brought the ladies to London.
All this time Jones was in eager pursuit. Perplexities
arose when he came to cross-roads, and to a wide common
where the footsteps of Sophia's horses, owing to the frozen
ground, were hard to trace. But at one difficult point, he
met a beggar who had found a pocket-book containing a
hundred-pound bank-bill, which Sophia had dropped; at
another he fell in with the Merry Andrew of a puppet-show,
who had seen Sophia and could tell him the direction in
which she was going; and at an alehouse where he took
refuge from a violent storm, Partridge saw sitting by the
fire with a plaster on his face the very lad who had attended

* First identified by Mr. Frederick S. Dickson in unpublished MSS.

t Thomas Sharp, "An Epitome of the County of Warwick/' 1835, p. 115.
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